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Senator Bradley, Representative Verrengia, members of the 

committee. Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony 

on Proposed H.B. No. 6957 AN ACT REQUIRING CERTAIN 

STATE BUILDINGS TO BE ACCESSIBLE TO PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES  

  

I am Vice Chair of the Connecticut Council on Developmental 

Disabilities, a public agency whose mission is to promote 

independence and full inclusion of individuals with developmental 

disabilities in their communities, and to foster capacity building 

and system change. I am also the parent of a 28-year old son 

with Down Syndrome who lives at home with my husband and 

me. 

  

The Council wishes to thank Representative Demicco for bringing 

this bill forward. It is nearly 30 years since the passage of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act, and for there still to be facilities 

owned or used by the State that are not accessible to people with 

disabilities is truly disgraceful. While I am sure that seems harsh 

to some of you, here is the consequence of that reality. There are 
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individuals who don’t have reasonable access to restrooms while 

at work or while visiting such buildings; they have difficulty 

moving from place to place within a building, having to take 

ridiculous, circuitous routes because of inaccessible routes and 

obstacles; there are official events and public places that are 

simply not open to them due to lack of accessible buildings, 

rooms, parking or restroom facilities. 

  

These are indignities that should no longer be happening, yet we 

know they are happening. One of the least accessible buildings is 

the State Capitol—a lovely historical building, but a nightmare for 

individuals with disabilities who wish to, and have a right to, 

conduct business there. 

  

It is time for the State to do the right thing and make its own 

facilities and those it rents for State purposes fully accessible. To 

do less perpetuates the stigma that people with disabilities are 

less than full citizens with full and equal rights.  

  

We commend this bill, but we ask that you go further. Urge your 

colleagues on the Finance Committee to authorize use of the 

State’s bonding authority to sell bonds and use the proceeds to 

perform the necessary modifications on any State building that is 

not compliant with the ADA’s accessibility standards. In 2020, we 

will be celebrating the 30th anniversary of the ADA. It would be 

fitting if our State could mark that anniversary with a 

commitment to and dedication of resources to make all State 

facilities fully accessible for people with disabilities. 



  

We urge the Committee to give this bill a favorable report 


